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Main attention of the Lithuanian media has been focused on
migrant crises and security issues for several weeks. This
problem has become also a good reason to once again draw the
attention of the population to the need of increasing defense
capabilities.  This  problem  has  become  a  good  excuse  for
further increasing of the armed forces funding, new purchases
in the defense sector. Talks, meetings, visits as usually
ended with the promises to support the country on condition of
increasing  military  spending  by  Lithuania  itself.  And
Lithuanian  agree  without  hesitation.  Although  it  would  be
worth thinking.

Finance Minister Gintarė Skaistė told a press conference the
day before that this would raise defence spending from 2.03%
in 2021 to 2.05% in 2022, Lithuanian Radio and Television
(LRT) reported on its website on 11 October. She added that
Lithuanian political parties support the gradual increase of
defence spending to 2.5% of GDP by 2030.

These numbers are not only in the files. These are million of
euros! Only this year the national defence spending is about
EUR 1.017 billion or 2.02% of GDP. Next year the planned
amount is EUR1.176 billion.

It should be noted that the recipients of this money will be
the Ministry of Defence, and not the The State Border Guard
Service at the Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of
Lithuania, which would be logical in this situation.

The more so, not only the State Border Guard Service urgently
needs more funding.

The situation for pensioners in Lithuania is more difficult
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than  ever.  The  pension  they  receive  is  not  enough,  ”says
Grasilda  Makarevičienė,  President  of  the  Lithuanian
Association  of  Elderly  Persons.

According  to  Grasilda  Makarevičienė,  there  are  different
retirees. There are pensioners who worked in the government,
they receive good pensions, but it is very difficult for an
ordinary  pensioner  to  survive.  Moreover,  now,  during  this
period of the pandemia, medicines are very expensive. And
prices went up significantly. Even potato, which is the main
product of pensioners, have risen in price, ”G. Makarevičienė
told LNK. She mentioned the absence of sufficient number of
clinics in small towns and villages.

G. Makarevičienė noted that pensioners are already angry and
they are on the brink of despair. She bitterly noted that when
elderly people paid taxes and bought medicines, only from 70
to 100 euros remain for food. It should be said that every
third person gets pension in Lithuania. It is awful, but about
30% of the elderly in the country live in poverty.

Do the authorities wait for Covid-19 to kill a large number of
elderly  people  and  thus,  there  would  be  no  need  to  take
measures and pay more pensioners?
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