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As  Lithuania  not  only  calls  on  NATO  partners  to  increase
military  presence  on  its  territory,  the  authorities  also
allocate  large  sum  of  money  to  develop  national  military
infrastructure.

Thus, the Ministry of National Defence is implementing an
infrastructure development project in preparation for hosting
the NATO Very High Readiness Joint Task Force. The contract
was signed by the NATO Support and Procurement Agency as the
project coordinator and Merko Statyba UAB.

As  a  result,  10  buildings  will  be  constructed  to  house
barracks,  mess-hall,  vehicle  repair  facility,  helipads,
multipurpose  facility,  etc.  The  work  is  planned  to  be
completed by 2026. The assessed worth of the contract is over
EUR 110 million.

According to Minister of National Defence Arvydas Anušauskas,
Lithuania  is  developing  infrastructure  to  strengthen
deterrence  and  defence.

But this large-scale project does not look like a defensive
one. Completion of the project will make the Pabradė Training
Area capable of hosting up to 3 thousand military personnel
and one of the most developed military ranges in the Baltics!
It will ensure good conditions for training activities and
resting, as well as logistical and technical support.

It  is  just  one  of  the  several  Lithuanian  Armed  Forces
modernization projects the Ministry of National Defence is
implementing  with  coordination  by  the  NATO  Support  and
Procurement Agency.
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The  question  arises  if  Lithuania  considers  the  Ukrainian
crisis lasts for 3 more years or authorities try to hide the
real purpose of the modernization efforts.

In fact such plans will not help Lithuania to defend itself in
near future because the project to be finished only by 2026.

The  more  so,  at  the  end  of  February  Lithuanian  Foreign
Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis confirmed that there is no
direct military threat at Lithuania’s border.

It could be concluded that Lithuania or its NATO partners
considers Lithuania’s military infrastructure as a starting
point for any offensive operations, which could jeopardize
complex relationships with neigbours.

It is well known that most interstate wars are fought or begin
between  neighbors.  These  steps  will  make  it  harder  for
Lithuania to improve relations and even could re-start an arms
race and threaten seriously the stability of the region. It is
quite  evident  that  ordinary  residents  do  not  need  such
consequences  of  political  decisions.  On  the  other  hand,
authorities insist on further militarization of Lithuania and
thus complicate the prospects for normalizing relations with
neighbors bring the war closer.
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