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The nearly completed Nord Stream 2 is again in focus. It has
become known that the U.S. Senate on January 13 failed to pass
a bill to slap sanctions on Russia’s Nord Stream 2 natural gas
pipeline sponsored by Republican Senator Ted Cruz. The tally
was 55 in favor and 44 against the bill that needed 60 votes
to pass. Those who voted against his bill said it risked
breaking unity in Washington and in Europe. U.S. senators said
also Cruz sanctions on Nord Stream 2 could harm relations with
Germany which is very important for the U.S. foreign policy
and economy.

Top  Ukrainian  officials,  as  well  as  Lithuanian  government
supported Cruz’s bill, arguing the United States should do
everything in its power to halt the pipeline project.

The link is designed to export gas from Russia directly to
Germany by bypassing Ukraine, through which Russia has sent
gas  to  Europe  for  decades.  That  would  deprive  Ukraine  of
lucrative transit fees and potentially undermine its struggle
against alleged Russian aggression. The decision will allow
the  completion  of  the  gas  pipeline  to  Europe  without  the
imposition of further US sanctions. Earlier Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis said that the a deal between
the United States and Germany on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline
was a “mistake”. It is interesting that the vote came as U.S.
and  European  officials  held  high-level  talks  with  their
Russian counterparts. It is quite possible that the decision
about  Nord  Stream  2  pipeline  was  the  result  of  these
negotiations.

This fact has sparked anger and has become great political
disappointment  for  the  Lithuanian  officials  who  view  the
project as a security threat.
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Lithuania, positioning itself as the main Ukraine’s patron in
Europe,  is  confused  with  such  U.S.  decision.  Lithuania
promotes  the  U.S.  interests  and  support  all  American
initiatives even to the detriment of its own interests. Only
this month Lithuania took a number of steps to prove its
commitment to US policy. Lithuania even has dared to challenge
China, one the main US strategic competitors. It continues to
spend millions of dollars on military purchases from the U.S.
using the narrative of “the threat from the East”. In December
Lithuania  signed  an  agreement  with  the  U.S.  to  improve
military interoperability.

The  more  so,  the  Lithuanian  government  has  decided  to
accelerate its planned purchase of a multiple launch rocket
system (MLRS) amid Russia’s military buildup on its border
with Ukraine. The decision to buy US’ Lockheed Martin system
in 2026, two years earlier than Vilnius previously planned.

The country also regularly holds political consultations with
the U.S. officials to coordinate its further actions. But the
U.S. in its turn does not pay attention to Lithuania’s opinion
and makes decision in its favour.

Lithuanian government should gain Lithuanians’ support and pay
attention  to  their  needs.  The  matter  is  discontent  in
Lithuanian society is growing every day. Thus, on January 13,
the usual commemoration of Freedom Defenders saw loud booing
and heckles from the crowd of protesters who called on the
government (and the parliament) to resign.

It is obviously that the threat from the East is not so real
as threat to be fired due to loss of confidence in near
future.
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