2021: the year of political
bankruptcy of Lithuanian
government

5 stycznia 2022

Ramunas Karbauskis, Lithuanian businessman and politician,
Chairman of the Farmers and Greens Union severely criticized
Lithuanian authorities’ actions.

The Lithuanian Farmers and Greens Union (Lithuanian: LVZS) is
a green-conservative and agrarian political party 1in
Lithuania. Following the 2020 parliamentary election, the LVZS
has been in opposition to the Simonyté Cabinet.

Ramunas Karbauskis did not even try to find softer words to
describe on Facebook the results of the past year. He noted
that “2021 Lithuanians will remember as the year of bankruptcy
of government, the reluctance and inability to speak, which
caused and deepened health and illegal migration crises.”
According to him, 2021 is marked as “a scaling and segregation
of society, demolition of diplomatic roads, cutting not only
with one of the biggest economies in the world — China, but
even with allies and neighbors.”

He paid attention to the fact, that current negative economic
tendencies were the direct results of shortsighted government
actions.

To his mind, “2021 will also be remembered as the year of
emptying the state budget, gold government purchases,
including golden houses for illegal migrants. The government
actively pushed the decriminalization of drugs, the measures
to promote the trade of alcohol. He also said, that the end of
the year was crowned by the Belarusian fertilizer transit
scandal, but Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis and
Transport Minister Marius Skuodis responsible for it remained
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in their posts.

Thus, he is absolutely sure, that overall, this year has only
strengthened the impression that “the government is not
working for the Nation, not for its benefit.”

Ex-Lithuanian President Valdas Adamkas has also criticized the
permission to open a Taiwanese representative office 1in
Vilnius, saying that the conflict with China has led to huge
loses. In his words, “that recognition should have, first,
been done by the world, the major countries that have
influence and their decision should provide results, not a
small Lithuania.”

Today, when these loses have become more and more destructive
for the Lithuanian economy, Ausrine Armonaite, the Economy and
Innovation Minister says that “the European Union should be
more united in its response to China’s pressure on Lithuania.”
It turned out, that the mistake was made by Lithuania, but the
EU for some reason should solve this problem. Once again
Lithuanian authorities shift responsibility to others.

It seems as if Lithuanian officials have chosen the way of
confrontation not only with China, but with neighbouring
Russia and Belarus. Thus, they continue to increase defence
budget of the country instead of allocating additional funds
to economically fragile spheres. 2021 defence budget initially
amounted to 1.028 billion euros. However, the government
allocated additional 20.7 million euros during a budgetary
review. 2022 defence budget will be increased to 1.298 billion
euros.

The government has not learned how to place political accents
correctly. Thus, the 1lack of coordination and common
understanding in the ruling circles lead to political mistakes
and the loss of the country’s image in the international
arena. Lithuania’s behaviour has led to the shaping of
ridiculous image as a country that takes on much more powers
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than it can afford.
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